
British Values and Church Schools information 

Since November 2014 all schools and academies in England, whether state or 

independent, have a duty to actively promote British values as part of their 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural education (SMSC).   

These values are:  

 Individual liberty 

 Mutual respect   

 Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  

 The rule of law 

 Democracy 

 

All schools must now have a clear strategy for embedding these values across 

the life of the school and show the effectiveness of this work.  Ofsted inspects 

and comments on this area, although SIAMS does not.   

The clear aim of promoting these values is stated as being to “tighten up the 

standards on pupil welfare to improve safeguarding, and the standards on 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils to strengthen the 

barriers to extremism”.  It is believed that promotion of these values will 

ensure pupils become valued and rounded members of society who treat others 

with respect and tolerance, regardless of background, and so leave school 

better prepared for life in modern Britain. 

 

Through their provision of SMSC, schools should: 

 

• enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence 

• encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, 

and  understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those in their 

locality and to wider society 

• encourage respect for other people  

• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by 

enabling pupils to acquire   an appreciation of and respect for their own and 

other cultures;  

• enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect civil and criminal 

law 

• enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public 

institutions and services and democratic processes. 

 



When these values are embedded pupils are expected to gain understanding and 

knowledge of issues such as: 

 an understanding that the freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is 

protected in law 

 an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or 

having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of 

prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour 

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting 

discrimination 

 an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and 

is essential for their wellbeing and safety 

 an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the 

democratic process 

 

 

 

 


