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Learning to love
Loving to learn

Introduction

Art and Design has an important place in the curriculum at St Mary's First School. It allows for creativity, use of
imagination and individual expression and it provides opportunities for collaborative work. Art, craft and design
embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design curriculum engages, inspires
and challenges children, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own
works of art, craft and design. As children progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more
rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our
history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. God created a beautiful world, and as
Christians, we can maximise our awareness and appreciation for God's creation through art and design.

"Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practise with your hands, your eyes, your
whole personality."” Quentin Blake

Aims

At St Mary's First School, we recognise that children need to develop certain skills, understanding and
appreciation of the visual world. We aim to develop skills to ensure that all pupils:-
e Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
e Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques
e Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
e Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural
develobment of their art forms.

Intent

At St Mary's, our Art Curriculum is designed to enable every child to flourish, through developing their creativity
and curiosity. Children are exposed to a wide variety of art by a range of artists from all over the world, in order
to inspire, engage and challenge them. They are encouraged to think critically and respond to various works of art,
enabling them to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding. Children explore a range of media in each topic -
drawing, painting, printmaking, art in ICT, textiles, sculpture and collage, ensuring the continual development of
knowledge and skills as they progress through school. Through exploration of a variety of techniques, self-
expression is encouraged, resulting in enhanced self-esteem as children feel and are successful.

Implementation

In Early years, Art and Design plays a very important role in the children's’ development. Children are taught to
represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music and dance. They safely
use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and
function.

Teaching of Art in Key Stage 1
Pupils are taught to;
e Use arange of materials creatively to design and make products
e Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination
o Develop techniques using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
e Learn about a range of artists, crafts makers and designers.

Teaching of Art in Key Stage 2
Pupils are taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity,
experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.
Pupils are taught how to:
e Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas
e TImprove their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range
of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
e Know about great artists, architects and designers in history.




Assessment

Assessment, recording and reporting is based on a combination of teacher assessment and pupil self- assessment.
Assessments are used to make judgements so that teachers can report fo parents at the end of the year. The
children's sketch books provide a valuable record of children’'s development. It should include both self-
assessments from the child, feedback from peers, and feedback from the teacher. The subject leader keeps a
portfolio of children's work that shows progression through the school. Children are regularly encouraged to give
feedback and constructive advice to their peers. Skills are formatively assessed by teachers in order to provide

support and further guidance to children, where necessary.

Impact

We aim for our fun, challenging and progression based Art Curriculum to engage and inspire our children to
develop their creativity. By exposing them to a wide variety of high-quality art work from a range of artists, we
endeavour to ignite a love and appreciation of art in the world around them. Children will leave each year group
with a variety of creative skills enabling self-expression and creative art and design to achieve the end points.
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