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St Mary’s CE (A) First School

Policy document for 
Religious Education 
Philosophy

At St. Mary’s CE (A) First School, Religious Education plays an important role in defining the school’s Christian Distinctiveness  The school family is committed to promoting a Christian environment and we ensure that Christian values are built into the ethos, teaching and practices of the school.  We recognise that spiritual development lies at the heart of the curriculum and we believe that RE contributes to other areas of education and human experience (aesthetic, environmental, ethical, political, social and spiritual) and is an important part of the wider programme of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Legal Requirements

The teaching of RE will be in line with the recommendations of the Statement of Entitlement for Church Schools, published by the National Society and adopted by the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education (2012).  Christianity will, therefore, be the majority study and it is important that this draws on the richness and diversity of Christian experience in the breadth of its Anglican and other denominational forms.  

Church schools also have a duty to foster an accurate and increasing understanding of world religions and world views.  

The Education Reform Act (1988) places RE as part of the basic curriculum; a statutory subject which is an entitlement of all pupils. As a Church of England Aided school, St Mary’s is not bound by statutory provision but is taught according to its Trust deed, and based on guidelines issued by the Lichfield Diocese.  The Staffordshire LA RE Agreed syllabus has also been consulted.
Aims

· To offer a full and positive presentation of living Christianity, providing opportunities to encounter the Christian life in Anglican and other contexts.

· To appreciate the religious dimensions of life and develop an understanding of religious faith.
· To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual growth.

· To promote the awareness of some non-Christian faiths and cultures.
Objectives

Pupils will be able to:
· compare and contrast the key beliefs and practices of Christianity.

· describe different aspects of belonging to a religion.

· express religious beliefs and ideas using the appropriate language.

· ask sensitive questions and suggest appropriate answers about the lives of believers.

· compare their own experience and identity with that of others.

· be confident to explore their own spirituality and search for truth.

· value the religious journey of faith
Additional links will be found across the curriculum especially with PSHE/SEAL.  RE can also make a positive contribution to enhancing creativity and enjoyment and ensure the well-being of all pupils.
Guidelines
RE is given equal status with other core subjects in staffing, responsibility and resourcing.  Pupil achievement in RE should equal or be better that comparable subjects.

RE planning is in place and staff are supported in the detailed planning and delivery of RE provision.
Christianity predominates, however elements of Judaism, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism are taught within cross curricular topics, providing some knowledge of the different faiths and also raising cultural awareness.
Monitoring

RE provision, practice and outcomes are monitored by the RE Manager, Senior Management Team and Governing Body.
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